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Introduction 

The new, free PowerForms Desktop GHS solution provides NiceLabel partners a complete GHS labeling 

solution that can be individually re-branded, quickly configured and easily customized to meet customer 

compliance needs. NiceLabel helps organizations achieve GHS compliance while significantly reducing 

operational costs and increasing agility through all-in-one label management, printing and integration 

solutions.    

To create a GHS compliant labeling system you need to look beyond meeting basic template needs. In 

addition to designing all required label elements, you need to ensure: 

 Users always print the right data. 

 Controlled access to label design templates. 

 Support for different languages (Unicode) on the same label. 

 Easy long-term maintenance of label templates. 

 Information on labels and safety data sheets is aligned. 

The NiceLabel GHS sample provides a simple, customizable solution that helps customers rapidly achieve 

compliant and efficient daily labelling operations. It includes all required label design features as well as two 

intuitive PowerForms applications to print labels and manage a database with chemicals.  

Based on chemical selection; all hazard statements, precautionary statements and GHS-mandated pictograms 

are automatically populated in the correct size for the label, with multiple formatting options.  The solution 

also offers support for multiple languages which can be selected on the printing form. 

For more information about GHS and chemical labeling, visit the NiceLabel Chemical industry page. 

  

http://www.nicelabel.com/solutions/industry-solutions/chemical
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Solution description 

To use this solution you need the NiceLabel PowerForms Desktop product.   

It consists of the following files: 

 Eleven (11) predefined GHS label templates. 

 

 Multilingual PowerForms application for printing labels. 

 Multilingual PowerForms application for chemical data management. 

 

 Physical and health hazard pictograms. 

 Predefined MS Access database with sample chemical data. 

 

Files location 

To make sure that the solution will work independently of the folder to which you have copied the files 

always use the provided folder structure. NiceLabel can check for files using relative paths. 

C:\...\Project\Labels\label.lbl 

C:\...\Project\Forms\form.xff 

C:\...\Project\Database\database.db 

C:\...\Project\Graphics\graphics.bmp 

http://www.nicelabel.com/downloads/nicelabel-powerforms-desktop
http://www.nicelabel.com/index.php?t=faq&id=108
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Using the solution 

PowerForms application for printing labels  

 

The GHS Label Printing PowerForms application enables the following operations:  

1. Chemical selection 
Users can search the database by providing CAS number or chemical name. After the chemical is 
selected the form will automatically populate hazard statements, precautionary statements, signal 
words and GHS-mandated pictograms on the label. 

2. Language selection 
Depending on the selected label the user is able to choose one or two languages that will be used on 
the label for hazard and precautionary statements. Data is provided in the following languages: 
English, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Japanese and Spanish. 

3. Additional data input 
Expiration date, LOT number and weight can be added manually before print. 

4. Label selection 
Users can select between different available GHS label templates.  

5. Printer selection, print quantity and printer settings  
A dynamic list of printers is auto-filled with all printers that are available on the system. It will be 
automatically refreshed every time the form is used. Users can define printer settings for the selected 
printer before printing as well as print quantity and print to any printer available on their system. 

6. Switch to management form 
The Mange Chemicals button opens the GHS Data Management form where the user can manage 
the chemical data. 

7. Run user interface in different languages 
The user interface can be automatically translated by using language selection combo box. 
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PowerForms application for managing chemical data 

The PowerForms application GHS Data Management form enables management of the chemicals in the 

database. Users can add new chemicals or edit existing chemical information. 

 

User interface description: 

1. Search for existing chemical 

2. Complete chemical name – name of the selected substance or mixture 

3. UN number  

4. Chemical Abstracts Service number 

5. Hazard statement codes and precautionary statement codes. The statements should be separated by 

a semicolon.  

6. Graphical pictogram selector  

7. Signal word selector 

8. Supplier information 

9. Buttons for creating a new record, saving or deleting a record and a button to jump to the GHS Label 

Printing form. 

The GHS Data Management form updates the MS Access database GhsDatabase.mdb located in 

..\Database\ folder. 
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Customizing the solution 

NiceLabel partners are welcome to rebrand and customize this solution to perfectly fit their customer needs 

as well as promote their own brand. Additionally, NiceLabel supports its partners with a global team of 

professionals that can assist with any customization beyond a partner’s capabilities as a payable service. This 

might include advanced customizations of this sample, building NiceLabel Automation configurations for 

integrated printing or complete Enterprise Solutions. 

Modifying existing or adding new GHS label templates 

Eleven label templates are provided with the sample solution. All templates are completely customizable and 

new templates can be easily added to the existing solution. Label size and label design can be customized to 

fit different printers and comply with GHS label size regulations for containers of different sizes. The provided 

sample label templates can be used as a starting point to design new customer labels. This way the logic and 

template variables will be preserved and you can freely change the existing layout to fit the customer needs. 

NOTE:  

• Variables with the same names must be used on the label templates in order to be used with sample 

PowerForms applications.  

•  Labels should be located in ..\Labels\ subfolder to be automatically available in the PowerForms 

application. 

 

TIPS:  

Text wrapping options: You can define a custom-shaped cutout on both sides of the Text Box object. Text will 

not populate the area defined by the cutout. The adjacent object can be fully shown, and not covered by the 

text. This can be valuable when available space on the label is limited. 

 

Label structure: You can preview label structure using the Label Structure tool. The design parameters of all 

objects, variables and functions found on the label are clearly displayed in the window.  

Security: Using security settings you can protect label files with a password. Depending on the defined 

security level the protected label cannot be edited or even printed from any other computer. 

http://www.nicelabel.com/enterprise/services
http://www.nicelabel.com/enterprise/services
http://www.nicelabel.com/enterprise
http://ftp.nicelabel.com/software/addons/Label%20Structure/LabelStructure.exe?_ga=1.53032416.955290669.1425370801
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Modifying PowerForms applications 

The layout of PowerForms applications for label printing and data management can be modified based on the 

customer’s needs, requirements and business process.  

NOTE: To preserve the business logic of the application do not change variable’s properties or button actions.  

1. Changing the layout of the applications 

Use the NiceForm design application to change the PowerForms application user interface: change 

objects, positions, sizes, fonts, colors, etc.  

 

2. Rebrand the applications 

Use your own assets to rebrand the solution. Add your logo, web address and contact information to 

promote your company and stay connected with your customer.  

 

 
 

3. Adding new languages for hazard and precautionary statements 

To add H&P statements in additional languages you need to do the following:  

a) Update the database: Create a new field for the new language in the GHS_phrases table in the 

provided database and fill the records with H&P statements in the required language. 
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b) Update GHS Label Printing application: Select combo boxes for language selection and add the 

new value for the new language: 

 

H&P statements in new added language are now available. 

 

4. Limiting the functionality 

The functionality of the provided applications can be easily limited by removing, changing or hiding 

objects. Users can execute only the allowed operations. 

Examples: 

a) Removing or limiting data management capabilities. By simply removing the “Manage chemicals” 

button you can remove the ability to change database data for print operators. 

b) Removing the printer selection or printer settings option capability. If operators will always use 

only one printer with the same settings it makes sense to remove the ability to modify this 

altogether. 

c) Limiting or removing label selection. Print operators should only have access to the labels which 

need to be printed. 

 

5. Security 

To protect the form from accidental changes you can use the security settings under File/Form 

properties. 
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6. Add or remove user interface languages 

Forms can be translated to different languages using the language selection combo box. You can add 

or remove a language by editing the Translations.csv file in the Forms subfolder of the solution. You 

should also update the language combo box values on the form to correspond with available 

languages.  

 

Advanced customization 

All assets in this sample are provided unlocked and can be completely modified. Skilled NiceLabel users might 

for example, opt to change the business logic of the application, modify or replace the underlying database or 

reuse label templates in integrated GHS labelling solutions. The NiceLabel technical team can assist with 

modifications beyond those described in this document as a payable service. 


